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ARUNAM

Photography Exhibition
R. Silvakumar

This exhibition showcases the remarkable work of Sivakumar;
a versatile artist, bird watcher, and photographer. Halling
fromThiruvannamalai, his association with ‘The Forest Way’
spans over two decades.

With a keen observational eye, Sivakumar has dedicated his life
to documenting Nature and its various life forms across thelr
numerous manifestations. With no formal education and training
in this subject; his broad, deep, and wide-ranging knowledge
concerning the natural world emerges purely from his
indulgence of the deep interest he holds towards the same.
The select photographs that form part of this exhibition are
a testimony to his tireless effort, extensive travels, and
unwavering curilosity.

Going beyond mere visual captures of the natural world, his
photographs reveal a nuanced understanding and a deep
sensitivity towards his subjects which characterize and
distinguish his work from that of other photographs and
photographers. His background as an artist further feed into
and greatly influence his nature observational skills.

Touching upon and ranging from grass, shrubs, flowers, trees,
birds, forests, to entire landscapes around Tiruvannamalai;
Sivakumar’s words and works have the power to embed within us
his love, interest, and immense knowledge of these 1in anyone
who has chanced to converse with him,



When we visually observe and percelve something in each
environment, we register and internalize aspects and elements
of it that go beyond the mere obJect of our interest. It is on
these lines that the select photographs are arranged and
presented to you, grouped and ordered around the central
concept of visual, vibrant colors.

The multiple hues our eyes discern on the body of a small
butterfly is the magical play of colors — merging, emerging,
and synchronizing with each other. It is only in the close
observation of Nature that one realizes that the magic of
colors which the vast, infinite sky holds can also be discerned
within the tiniest of flowers. The exhiblited photographs intend
to pave the way for that realization. For a species that has
always been self-centered, these photographs aim to aid us
towards the acknowledgement and hopefully the appreciation of
other life forms with whom we share this planet.

These photographs respond to the popular Tamll proverb
‘kannaal kaanbadhum poil’ (What we see 1s a lie) by positing a
visual perceptlive philosophy rooted in the observation of
Nature and its life-forms as ‘kannaal kaanbadhum mei’® (What
we see can also be the truth). Above all, the photographs and
the exhibition Invite one to experience the electrifying
ecstasy of Nature as reflected in another popular Tamil saying
that goes ‘kaana kodl kangal vendum’ (One needs a billion eyes
to see).

Narendran.K

Artist / Curator

1. ‘Kannaal kaanbadhum pol’ 1s the first line of the popular
Tamil proverb —

Kannaal Kaanbadhum poil

Kaadhaal ketpadhum .l'.?"-.'li

Theera visaaripadhe mel

which carrles the meaning — All that the eyes see are Lies, all
that the ears hear are lles; It 1s only extensive Investigation
that unearths the Truth.

*irunam refers to the colour red or the time of sunrise,
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1560861 & mesoTEm LI
L &SN LiLimest
Blue-throated
Flycatcher
Cyornis rubeculoides

&FmIG L,
Clitoria ternatea

&Ll lg
(P (HEFET
Chionanthus
zeylanicus

SITEVTIT 6UITEBILD
Commelina
benghalensis

SITETTIT 6UITEBILD
Commelina
benghalensis

156V 6UFSITEsT
Blue Pansy
Junonia orithya

Dopatrium nudicaule

Q& mevoTem L85 (8)(hHET)
Red-vented Bulbul
Pycnonotus cafer

eNFmleumsy sHFEFIL(H
Zitting Cisticola
Cisticola juncidis

U6y e yesT
Peacock Pansy
Junonia almana

ClELCUTSSI
Greater Coucal
Centropus sinensis

Gl6u6BoTL|(HEUEF
&lesrevTTedT
White-browed Bulbul
Pycnonotus luteolus

&MEpolFTM& Flm& 6ot
Spotted Joker
Byblia ilithyia

&l 9eTemerr
Ruddy Mongoose
Urva smithii

&letTenT FIMDLIGL (&UN6L
Grey-bellied Cuckoo
(hepatic female)
Cacomantis passerinus
















O LI(LpLILI6sT
Bamboo Treebrown
Lethe europa

&6ofl Flm & 6ot
Common Baron
Euthalia aconthea

SbHGILILLEE &(HLOLILIL Flmasest
Scarce Velvet Hawkmoth Tawny Rajah
Clanis titan Charaxes bernardus

@em6VE&TEL (PSL(HILILLES
Leaf-footed Bug LL(6hEeOF
Homoeocerus signatus Bracket fungi

o6y LFRICI&STSHS)
Black-rumped Flameback
Dinopium benghalense

Ql&FH&HEMEVLI LI(Eh & (THLLIT6DT
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater
Merops leschenaulti

FMIDLIEY H65)6V 6UITESTLOLIMLY
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark (female)
Eremopterix griseus

Qeul (&6
Short-horned Grasshopper
Acrididae sp.

&letTenT @TTLILIMLY
Indian Nightjar
Caprimulgus asiaticus

&L LTedT @mIbLNed)
Dragon fly Diospyros ferrea

fmiHens Flmesor
Common Leopard
Phalanta phalantha

(LP(TH 8585607

Butea monosperma

e LG
Bracket Fungus Jelly Fungi

&sme) Geumiens
Potter wasp Pterocarpus marsupium
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Sy O\&1H & 60878 (5
Sterculia urens

Oxystelma
esculentum

Argyreia cuneata

Coleus sp.

LL (660 &
Coral Fungi

247 (6h& HI6vfl&FImas 6ot
Orange-tip
Colotis aurora

& 6voT6vof 1) 611LL 63T &LPMhi(S,
Asparagus sp.

&TL{H (P(HRInNS
Moringa sp.

Cleome monophylla

STHSLILL

Bougainvillea

SLPLlg
Huberantha
suberosa

eflageLprhlhlen

Crinum latifolium

& (HLILITED6V
Wrightia arborea

Fl6dT60T HEVMSHS MU
Carissa carandas

THSS
Calotropis gigantea

STLILITEn6T
Chlorophytum tuberosum

@ moLel

Huberantha cerasoides

QLEVLDITLD
ficus benghalensis

(6T (P(HRIENS
Erythrina indica

616607 (h)
Net-winged Beetle
Lycidae sp.

LD(SHEETT @)6V6ULD
Cochlospermum religiosum

& (HLDLIILIf] Lo G uglev
Black-naped Oriole
Oriolus chinensis

levib)
Ochna Obtusata

HlsvILiLIen 6ot

Curculigo orchioides

6u6v0T (h)
Man-faced Stink Bug
Catacanthus incarnatus

UL ugs
Red velvet mite
Trombidium holosericeum

LDJE Gr6M &8Il
Kigelia africana

STL(H Oy
Argyreia siamensis

greierf]
Barleria prionitis

BILGSS)

Hibiscus tiliaceus

Geuetfl spevoTTSDT
Oriental Garden Lizard
Calotes versicolor

ULl Sleyi&lsy|LienL
Crotalaria pumila
















LopHE
Langur
Semnopithecus sp.

LopBE
Langur
Semnopithecus sp.

Geuerfl gpevoTTSDT Q& mbCumlep & e 6ot
Oriental Garden Lizard Bronzeback Tree Snake
Calotes versicolor Dendrelaphis tristis

SIbHGILILLEFE
Indian Owlet-moth
Spirama retorta

LI(pLIL& &H&emest LjeiTerflLomest
Brown Shrike Spotted Deer (male)
Lanius cristatus Azxis axis

Cxemiy
Painted Globular Frog
Uperodon taprobanicus

Coeny
Burrowing Frog
Sphaerotheca sp.
















QFbuIyesTTEnL Cucumis sp.
Grewia flavescens

LL(Ep6n & g
Je]ly fungi Marigold sp.

A3

Aglaia elaeagnoidea LEbE L6b Gleuerfluwimedr

Common Grass yellow
Eurema hecabe

B &levi&lsviLienL
Ludwigia sp. &LILD
Gmelina arborea

ClEsusuuNmm| &levLbLiesT
Tawny-bellied Babbler
Dumetia hyperythra

L& sa(h

Insect Nest

LWL eu&ssyest
Lemon Pansy
Junonia lemonias

@mibL9e9)

Diospyros ferrea

Smwim
Memecylyon sp.

LWL & S&&meoT
Brown Shrike
Lanius cristatus

LI(QLIL| & S&&medT
Brown Shrike
Lanius cristatus

ClEsueuumm) &levLbLiest
Tawny-bellied Babbler
Dumetia hyperythra

&L (H LEEHF ¢R6u0TMedT
Common Green Forest Lizard
Calotes calotes

QeuL(hassHler
Grasshopper




